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Klezmer, the street and wedding music of Jewish Eastern Europe, exemplifies the
Jews’ gift for “importing” secular melodies into their religious traditions. The Klezmer
Conservatory Band, part of the modern movement to revive the klezmer sound, often
records Jewish songs based on Slavic folk tunes and other non-Jewish influences.
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veral years ago in an
Orthodox synagogue in
Brooklyn, I heard the
rabbi sing one of the
Hallel psalms to the melody of
Woody Guthrie’s “This Land Is
Your Land.” The rabbi, who fan-
cies himself a "60s kindred spirit
but is quite “right wing” in prac-
tice, would undoubtedly be dis-
tressed to learn that the melody
of “This Land” was not original
to Guthrie but, rather, was bor-
rowed from an earlier song that
in turn used the melody of a
Baptist hymn.

He need not have worried. The
appropriation of melodies from
secular folk and popular music
and even from non-Jewish reli-
gious sources has a long history
in Jewish folk and liturgical
music—as it does in other reli-
gious music and in all folk music.
















